
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Restrictions have eased to the point where we are able now to plan our return to the church 
building for Sunday morning worship.  We wanted to give you some information and some 
guidelines to keep in mind as we anticipate worshiping together again.  The intent of these 
requests is to respect the guidelines that have been given for everyone’s safety.  You may feel 
very comfortable interacting with others in the current environment, but if you would be willing 
to abide by these requests, it would allow others who are less comfortable to attend as well.  
Our prayer is that it would be worth it to you to sacrifice some of your preferences so that 
others are able to come and worship (see Romans 14:1-4). 
 
As a reminder, please do not attend if you are not feeling well and please use caution if you are 
in an at-risk health category.  
 
After much prayer and discussion, here’s what we’re asking: 
 

● Parents, please keep as much control over your kids as possible. Please explain to them why 
we can’t be touching people right now, and then keep them compliant with social 
distancing.  Please do not let your kids leave your presence before, during or after the 
service while within the church building.  If they need to use the restroom before or during 
the service, please go with them.  Finally, please do not let them play around inside the 
church building for the time being. 

 
● Elders will be at each door to open them as you arrive, thereby limiting the number of 

hands on the door handles. When you arrive, please avoid the urge to visit with each other 
in the narthex or the back of church.  Instead, please proceed directly to a pew. 

 
● We’d ask that you help us maximize the number of people that can safely worship together 

by filling pews from the front of the church to the back.  Every other pew will be roped off 
and we request that you do not use them.  This will allow us to keep the proper spacing 
from front to back.  Also, please sit in family units with six feet between families.  This may 
very well require one family to a pew if there are kids.  If you are a single or a couple, please 
space to the outsides of the row. 

 
● Filling from the front of the sanctuary, we will make use of the fellowship hall for overflow 

only if necessary.  Please don’t sit there unless there are no more available seats in the 
sanctuary.  We think we can accommodate everyone in one service, but will add a service 
the following week if we need to.   

 
● At the end of the service we will dismiss the congregation by row from back to front (think 

back to the last wedding you were at – this probably happened in reverse). This will allow us 
to avoid a rush to the doors and will keep us from getting too close as we file out. Please 
leave the church building right after the service.  If weather permits, we will have 
refreshments on the parsonage lawn. 
 



● We will not pass offering plates during the service (and we won’t use those bags on poles 
either!).  Plates will be positioned by the doors in the back of the sanctuary.  Please drop 
your offerings into these plates as you arrive or as you leave.   

 
● Bibles and hymnals will be removed from the pews. Songs will be displayed on the screen.  

Please bring a Bible with you from home. 
 
● No printed bulletins will be available.  We’ll continue to send out the information normally 

contained in the bulletin via Pastor Ken’s “What Do I Know?” 
 

● The restrooms will be open, though we ask you to avoid using them if you can.  Please keep 
in mind that despite all efforts to the contrary, bathrooms contain germs. Please make sure 
that proper hygiene is maintained by any who use these facilities (wash your hands). 

 
● There will be no nursery offered for now.  We will evaluate that need from week to week. 

 
● Sunday school will not resume until next fall when we would typically begin our educational 

year. 
 

● We understand that masks are a lightning rod issue.  Some people won't come to church if 
they are required to wear them, and some won't come if they will be around people who 
aren't wearing them.  We ask for understanding of one another's viewpoints on this, and 
request that you do not allow this issue to cause division within the body.  We’re not 
requiring masks – if you are uncomfortable knowing people will be there without them, 
please continue to worship at home. 

 
We hope that covers it all.  This situation has been changing rapidly since mid-March, and the 
possibility exists that things could become worse in upcoming months.  We will continue to 
monitor the situation and adjust if necessary. For now we are simply thankful for the 
opportunity to worship together again and for the protection God has provided to our 
congregation.  We assume there will be room for improvement as we balance wise precautions 
with our desire to worship together.  Join us in extending grace to one another, centering our 
focus on our Lord in all parts of our worship. 
 
Thank you all for the prayers that have been offered as we have struggled through each of 
these issues. We pray that Satan will not find a foothold for division during this time, but that 
we will come together as a loving body, truly unified in our love and worship of our Savior and 
our desire to spread the gospel. 
 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about 
such things. 

Philippians 4:8 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
The Elders 


