
Dear Hingham Church family, 
 
I sent out an email earlier in the week regarding our response to the coronavirus.  For the sake of minimizing 
exposure of vulnerable people to the virus, we encourage you to stay home as much as you can until this crisis 
is over.  We will not only record the Sunday service as usual, but we will also live-stream it so you can 
participate in worship at 9am in your home.  And you can watch it on the website at a time that works for you, 
or watch on Channel 14.  For those who don’t have internet or cable, we’ll have DVD’s and sermon 
manuscripts available for pickup.  And if you have questions, Dr Larry Duenk is making himself available to 
answer them. 
 
What would it take for us to think of our life as a success?  This Sunday we’ll look at the Apostle Paul as he 
addresses a group of Elders, and see how he assesses things.  You can read Acts 19:21 to 28:31 to prepare.  In 
light of our not meeting together on Sunday morning, I’ve included sermon notes and questions for further 
thought and small group study on page two of this week’s What Do I Know. 
 
The Apostle Paul told the Corinthians that they were a living letter from Christ, written on tablets of human 
hearts (2 Cor 3:2-3).  Next Sunday I’m going to bring a biographical sermon – holding up an example of a living 
letter that can encourage us all.  I won’t tell you who it is until then, but if you read the Old Testament book of 
Obadiah, you’ll get an idea of this person’s life! 
 
From Josh:  Family of Hingham Church, We wanted to share this news with you in person, but due to the 
recent closure of schools and church have no other way of communicating it besides through other 
impersonal communications.  Susan and I have been prayerfully considering a position for Youth and 
Discipleship at First Byron CRC in Byron Center, MI.  After much prayer and consideration we have decided to 
accept the position and plan on moving back to Michigan when school ends this year.  It is a bittersweet 
decision.  We love you all very much and will miss you tremendously, but are excited to be closer to family as 
well as the next opportunity God has put in front of us.  We appreciate your kindness and will always consider 
Hingham as a place we know and love.  We would love to talk with anyone that has any questions. 
 
Let me remind us all of the great resource we have in RightNow Media – over 30,000 video series of all kinds, 
available on your computer, tablet or phone!  Tina and I watched a series on marriage during our vacation.  
What a great resource for reaching out to friends and neighbors to invite them to join you for a 6-week or 8-
week small group in your home!  If you haven’t opened your own RightNow Media account, just drop an email 
to Kris at Hinghamrca@yahoo.com and she’ll set you up. 
 
As we scale back a bit during the crisis, Kris will be working mornings only until further notice. 
 
The Pastoral Search Team is interviewing potential candidates.  They’re working hard - please continue to 
pray for them (Cindy Vander Weele, Jess Dekker, Kelly Rogers, Steve Oppeneer, Steve Arentsen, Steve DeJong, 
Jeff Kolste), and thank a team member if you see one!  We’re still accepting resumes, so if you know of 
someone we should send materials to, please connect with a search team member.   
 
  
Still amazed by grace, 
 
Pastor Ken 
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Sermon Notes: 
 

That Amazing Twenty-First Century Church: To the Ends of the Earth 
Acts 19:21-28:31 

The Kingdom of God advances when God's people see it as their number one priority  
 
I. What do you see when you look back? (v18-21) 
 

 A life lived transparently 
 

 A message shared faithfully 
 

II.  What do you see when you look ahead? (v22-35) 
 

 A compelling purpose 
 

 A worthy cause 
 

 Some things to keep in mind 
o God’s Word is central 
o No outside threat can harm you 
o Keep the mission in focus 

 
 
For Further Thought and Small Group Study: 
 
1. If you were to write your own obituary, what would it say?  How long would you give yourself to live?  

What would end your life? What would be your last words?  How would you sum up your career?  What 
would someone remember your saying?  What would your family remember you for?  Where should 
people send memorials in lieu of flowers? 
 

2. Paul told the Ephesian elders that he hadn’t hesitated to preach anything that would have been helpful to 
them (v20), and that he had declared to both Jews and Greeks the need for repentance and faith (v21).  
Can you think of some “helpful” things that can open doors for a message of repentance and faith?  Do we 
too often stop at the point of being helpful, without getting to the Gospel?  What can we do about that? 
 

3. Paul reminds the Ephesian elders of the centrality of God’s Word in v26-27.  What happens when 
denominations don’t keep God’s Word central?  What happens when we drift from the centrality of God’s 
Word in the church?  In our personal life? 
 

4. Paul warns the Ephesian elders about people who will try to harm the flock (v29-30).  Read 1 Timothy 1:3-
7, where Paul gives counsel to Timothy as he pastors the Ephesian church.  Do you see evidence of Paul’s 
prediction coming true?  What can be done in a church to prevent it?  (See 1 Timothy 3:1-13.) 
 

5. As you think about the future, are you optimistic or pessimistic about the cause of Christ?  What can be 
done right here to make a difference? 

 


